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FRESH FROM THE TRAIL

<<First Name>>,
In this edition of TrailTales we'll
share with you how we've plowed
through the winter weather to
provide another Outdoor Adventure
Program and announced our followup program the Outdoor Adventure
Experiences kicking off in March.

Winter Outdoor Adventure Program
The first week of February we launched our second Outdoor Adventure
Program and first of the year. We had 25 high school and middle school
students register for the Wednesday and Friday sessions.

The first week found us at
Creekside Reserve where we hiked
and learned about the 7 Leave No
Trace principles. The second week
we had to modify our plans. A huge
thank you to Beavercreek Schools
and specifically Ankeney Middle
School for allowing us to use a
classroom and get out of the cold. While inside we learned about first aid basics
and then we headed outdoors to the land lab where we had an Amazing Race
style First Aid Kit competition. Winter finally prevailed and dropped over a foot
of snow over the next week causing us to postpone week three, but we were
able to have two Facebook Live events where a couple of our hikers won some
Trailblazer Gear:
Limited Edition Holograph Sticker: Jeremiah and Emilee
Water Bottle: Wyatt and Evelyn
T-shirt: Kyric and Kaden
Hoodie: Marissa, Jeremiah, and Evelyn
Long Sleeve T-shirt: Lyra

This week we resumed with Week
Three and met at Russ Nature
Reserve where we learned about
Basic Land Navigation. After some
instructional time learning about a
map and compass we head out on
the trail and navigated to 12
locations over two and a half miles.

This next week will be our final week of the Winter Outdoor Adventure Program
where we will learn about being connected and mindful in nature. We will meet
at the Narrows Reserve and hike to the meadow campsite where we will have a
campfire (weather permitting), s'mores, and talk about the importance of being
mindful in nature and how we can connect on a deeper level.
Overall, this program has been a great opportunity for our hikers to explore

during the winter and experience the outdoors during a different season.
Mark your calendars. Registrations for the Spring Outdoor Adventure Program
open on March 1st. Share the link with anyone that has a middle school or high
school student that you think would benefit from the program.

S P R I N G OA P

NEW PROGRAM

OUTDOOR ADVENTURE EXPERIENCES
We officially launch our Outdoor Adventure Experiences (OAE) in March with
our first adventure of orienteering. In partnership with the Miami Valley
Orienteering Club, we will be participating in a public event on March 14th at
Bill Yeck Park for the Shamrock Hunt (course event) and then a private event at
Grant Park on March 20th for a Score-O style (no course) orienteering event.
The OAE is the follow-up program to the OAP
and will be offered to hikers that have completed
an OAP. We are currently lining up adventures for
the month of May, June, and July to include
mountain biking, kayaking, and an outdoor
climbing wall and ropes course. We are excited to
be able to offer these adventures to our
participants as we continue to provide a modality
of healing through outdoor recreation.
Registrations are now open for the March Adventures and we will update you
when the May adventures are available.

M A R C H A DV E N T U R E S

NOTE FROM THE LEAD ADVENTURER

JONATHAN SLIDER

The first two months of 2021 have been exciting, challenging, and promising. At
Trailblazing Hope Outdoors we have continued to move forward with our
programming as we hope to provide more students with the opportunity to participate
in the outdoors. We know that we cannot do it alone and that is why we are
solidifying our board of directors to help with fund raising, volunteer recruitment, and
the expansion of our programming to more youth.
We are continually looking for individuals, businesses, and groups to partner with to
help support our organization. Because we know that it takes a community to affect
change. If you find yourself in one of the three aforementioned entities would you
consider supporting us as a volunteer, financially, or both? You can also support us
by sharing about our organization with family, friends, coworkers or even strangers
through your social media or word of mouth.
Thank you in advance as we continue to provide a unique experience to youth in our
community.
If you have any questions, please feel free to email me at
jonathan@trailblazinghope.com.
Sincerely,
Jonathan Slider
Trailblazing Hope Outdoors
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